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5 19 usually the case with sensis
X tional trials, the atmosphere ia
ihie lons and cchoing corridors of the
Daris  alais  de "Justice §n prelty
tense, Dolictmen  careluily
pusses to the main courlronsm, neWo-
paper photographers crowd at s
cntrance, Lawyors in rustling black
robes whisper with their clients or
their clents' friends....

On imal are six persons involved
in the abduction of Melhdi Ben
Darka, tha well-known Morocean
opposilion leader whe was kKidnap-
ped owside the Lipp Cuid in the
busy Roulevard Saint-Germain in
Pans on October 29 last, Thore ds
probably not a single newspuper in
the world that his not wiitten about
ithe crime,

Jen Barka, iast o oarrived  from
Geneva, was hasiening oo rendes-
vous with Philippe Beener, author
ol the scenario ol an anti-coleniadist
fiim ecalled “Basti” producers Geories
Franju  and  publisher  Geordes
Fizon, It proved ta be a trap, At the
entrance to the (,‘.'lf(?,‘ he was chn-
fronted by two police olflerrs who
took him away in a car, That wai
ithe last time Ben Dorka was seom

Investigations went on for hal{ a
year, There were dozens ol veraons
suggested as to who could have i
napped him  and  why, In fticde
November the French  authorities
arrested  the twe policemen, Lowis
Souchon and Roger Voitot, who nd-
mitted that they had helped “abiduet”
Ben Darka 1o ussist the Freneh secret
sorvice, or rather its aent Antning
Lopez Taken into custody, the Latter
said he thoupht he was carrying oul
the instructions of sceret agent dar«
cel Le Roy.

Le Roy was detained toa. te alsn

chovk

e em

Arvticlos anbout the Ren Datka
affair were published In New Tomes
No, 49 of DLCLTHDL‘K‘ f, 1963, wnid
No. 5 of February 2, 1506,

admitied that he had known of Ben
Barka's abduction  but “thought”
that he was merely taken to mect

some Moroccan officials. After that |

rrench ncwspapers publishcd ox-
posés by Figon, who claimed that
among those involved in the kidnap-
ping  were General Mohammed
Oufkir, Moroccan IIome Minister,
Mohammed Dlimi, " is aide, and
aliloud Chtouki, a 7iroccan secret
sorvice agenf, as w- . as gangsters
Bouchesciche, Le Ny, Palisse and

Dubail. Figon, who was in hiding,

gave inlerviews in which he said
Ben Parka had been murdered at
Beucheseiche's villa,

The detectives nceded Figon to
verify this information. They search-
ed for him and finally found him.
Liut just as the police:were breaking
into his flat, Figon comrmiited suicide:
‘The investigators thus lost their star
witness and could.add little to what
was already known, What they es-
tablshed was that Ben Barka had
been kidnapped with the assistance

of some French civil servants and

that the whole thing had been direc-
ted from abroad. This was stated in
a2 French Cabinet communiqué
published in January. It was a ques-
tion, it said, “of a criminal enter-
prise organized from abroad with the
connivance of certain French secret
asents and police.” The Interpol (In-
ternational Police Association) was

askedd o help find the gangsters’

tnvoived, The search proved fo he
truitless,

‘fhe court hearings now in process
are to establish the part played in
the erime by each accused and the
teuth ahout Ben Barka'’s abduction.
Baoth tasks are difficult. The six men
In the dock all played secondary

parts. That they were involved in-

one way _or another is not doubted

by anyone. It {s only a question of

exacily how much. But who ordered

FOIAb3b

Who directed it?
to Ben Barku? The
or will not, ‘answer

the ahduction?
[What happened
laccused cannot,
these queslions.
Questioned by the judge, the state
prosccutor and the delonce lawyers,
they give evasive answers and
minimize their own part. At times,
Judge Pérez interrupts the lawyers
to tell them they cannot ask this or
that question. Newspapers say this Is
done in order “not io divulge state
scerels,”

After tweniy-five sessions, the
court has finally clarified some im-

|portant details of the erime and -

succeeded in determining the pari
each accused played. Cross-examina-
iions have revealed, for instance,
that French sceret agents Lopez and.
Le Roy knew about the plans to
kidnap Ben Barka., For some reason,
however, they did not report them to
their superiors. Lopez has also ad-
mitted that he accompanied Gen.

Barka was taken. ITe thought it was
1o be a business rendezvous to dis-
cuss Ben Barka's. possible refurn
home to Moracco. He does not know
what happened after that.

“T was told to go to bed,” Lopez
said. ’

agent would “relire” when an im-
portant event in which he was di-
rectly involved was taking place

| right there.

“Ag an employee at Orly Airport,”
the prosecutor asked Xopez, “you
could ecasily go abroad without a
passport, Could you Jjust as eas:ly
send luggage abroad?”

‘To this Lopez rcplied:

" “You won't trap me, Mo‘,n-"

|sieur....”

The French press has wrilten that

| with Lopez's help Ben Barka could

have. been smuggled out of Frange
in a plane, either alive or dead. .
The main argument put up by the'

‘| two- accused French secret agents is
that they acted of their own free

will in the belief that they were

/

Oufkir. to the villa 10 which Ben -

The Paris Monde writes that it is
| highly doubtful that an experienced

28"
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doing Ben Barka and Moroccan
officials a favour,

“It Is quite possible,” Lopez told
the court, “(hat we all helped or-
ganize the mecting, which ended
hadly or was uscd differently....”

The courl has also sought to clarify
the part played by Bernier. Did he
know, he was asked, that in inviting
Ben Barka he was luring him into
a trap? Bernier, who was on the
verge of nervous collapse, said he
didn’t, But who, then, told the orga~-
nizers of the abduction about the
time and place of the meeting?

“Iigon,” Bernicr replied.

And Figon is dead and cannot give

“his version.
The court has questioned many -

witnesses, including Police Commis-,
sioners Marchand and Bouyvier, CID
Chief Grimaud, and Paris DPolice
Prefeet Papon. They have all told
about the searches made, about the
first reports which came on the day
ien Barka was kidnapped. Their
tustimony sceks to persuade the
court . {hat the . Irench police has
done everything in its power to solve
the mystery and find the culptits.

These high-ranking police officors
arc highly pleased with themselves:
they have helped put six men in the
dock, and if any are still at larde,
that is because there is nothing they
can ‘do about it....

In the last few days the court has
been busy questioning French secret
agents, The testimony reveals that
the part played by Col. Le Roy is
not so insignificant as he tried to
tell the investigators. He is accused
ot concealing the crime from his
superiors. But why? Necither his
former superiors nor he himself can
explain.

“1 will say everything, M. le juge,”
Le Roy exclaimed when questioned,

“if you promise that I will not be .

tried by a state security court for it.”
"The judge promised him thai. On
the following day Le Roy said:
“1 have said everything, You got
me wrong ycst.erday "

People attending the heariugs have

the impression that Ben Barka Is no
longér alive. That was what his
brother, Abdelkader Ben Barka, told
the court.

“I am sure that Mchdi is dead,”
he said. “But our family would like
to know how he could have bcen
abducted on French soil,”

This understandable desire of Ben
Barka's family is shared by French-
men who have lime and again voic-
ed mdxgnatmn at the crime, which’
has badly harmed {their countrys
prestige.

The hearings are nearing an end.
The court has heard dozens of pro-
secution and defence witnesses and
representialives of the plaintiff—the
Ben Barka family. There were many
times when it looked as though the
testimony would lift the veil over
the mystery. It didn't. There is not
one newspaperman among the hund-
red or so covering the trial who can
say that the hearings have got to the

bottom of the crimc

© Paris

A popular name for a citi-

YANKEE  zen of the Unifed States
of America, It is a word

of uncertain origin and dafes back to
the 18th century. The Encyclopedia
Britannica believes it derives from the
Dutch Janke, Little John. During the
War of Independence, the British colo~
nialists used it to deride New England-
ers, who accounted for the bulk of
the farces fighting for liberation. Later,
during the Civil War, it was used by
the Southorn slaveowners for the North-

In the United States itself, the word
has long lost its derisive connotation, In
other paris of the world, the fate of the
word has been different. After World

national usage as a nickname for Amer-
icans in general and for members of
the U.S. armed forces in particular,
Denotes one of the forms
SIT-IN  ~ of the ., US.
movement for civil rights,
popular in the late fiffies and the early
sixtios. Fighting against racial segrega-
tion, Negroes would enter a cafd, a
restaurant or any other public p(ace
"for whites only," sit down and refuse

fended by -violence on the part of the
local police and white mobsters—they

from such places.
e given

QU.ISLING War il fo prominant

persons  co-operafing

ern champions of Negro emancipation. .

War {, and especially after the second . -
world war, it became common in inter- .

Negroes'

fo leave. The sit-ins were usually at--

resorted to force fo evict Negroes

In World -

with the enamy who occupled thelr.

 What It Heaus..

A Brief Guide- to Political Terminology

countries. It derives from Vidkun Quis-

- ling, leader of Norway's fascist National

Union. In 1940 he helped the nazis in
their invasion of Norway and was later
named by them “minister president.” In
this capacity he was involved in numer-
ous afrocities and did everything fo
suppress the Resistance movement. Af-
fer Norway's liberation in May 1945 he
was arrested, fried, found guilty of
traason and sentenced to.death. He was

execufed on October 24, 1945, Quisling i

is now commonly used as a synonym
of "fraitor."

Any meeting place of a

ROUND  group, or representatives
TABLE of different groups, for
conference or discussion

of urgent issues. It presup-
poses a free discussion and respect of
opponents’ views, The term

the magician Merlin, who advised Ar-
" thur's father, Uther Pendragon, to insti-
tute the order of the Knights of the
Round Table. During their talks or at
dinner, they sat at a huge circular
marble table so that there would be no
quarrels for the place of honour. "f

opular name for the

UNCLE SAM Um’red States. Its origin ‘

is unknown but it is-

derives -
© from Iegends about King Arthur and

very credibly atiributed fo the lmhals,.

U.S; It came into infernational . usage

ebout the time of the outbreak of the .

Anglo-Amerlcan War of 1812,
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